M.I. FINLEY: A NOTE ON HIS LIFE AND WORK!

Emily Kazakevich (Grace)

Abstract. Emily Grace (Emilia L’vovna Kazakevich) wrote two notes about Moses Finley. We
have some handwritten drafts and the second (or third) copy of the final draft submitted to the
Administration of the Institute. Here we publish a handwritten draft of the earlier (1960) note, as
the 1965 note repeats it almost literally. Grace was well acquainted with Finley during their work
in various leftist and pro-Soviet organizations in New York in the late 1930s and the first half of
the 1940s. Her evidence is therefore quite important.
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CITPABKA O BHUOI'PA®MM U HAYYHOM PABOTE M.U. ®UHJIN

3. JI. Kazakesuu (I'peiic)

Annomayus. Dvumm Ipeic (Omunu JIsBoBHe KazakeBud) MpHUHAAIEKUT aBTOPCTBO JBYX
cipaBok 0 Mo3ece @unnn. COXpaHUIICh aBTOPCKUE YEPHOBUKHU U BTOPAs (WM TPEThsI) KOTHS
0eToBOTO BapMaHTa, MPECTABICHHOTO PYKOBOACTBY MHCTUTYTA. [TyOnmKyeTcst 1epHOBO# aBTOp-
ckuif BapuanT Oonee panneil n3 HUxX (1960 1), MOCKOMbKY cripaBka 1965 T. MOYTH MOTHOCTHIO
moBTOpsieT mpeasiayinyto. C Mozecom Ourim oHa ObLIa XOPOIIO 3HAKOMA 110 PaboTe B pa3imy-
HBIX HBIO-HOPKCKHX JIEBBIX M IPO-COBETCKUX OpraHm3anusix koHna 1930-x — mepBoii MoJIOBHHBI
1940-x roZ0B, I109TOMY €€ CBUIETEIHCTBA UMEIOT OOJIBIIYIO LIEHHOCTb.

Kniouesvie crosa: ©vnmm M., I'petic (Kazakesna) 2.J1., npesusts ['permst

Notes such as the one published here belong to a very peculiar genre of historiography. Its origin
lies in the “Khrushchev thaw” period, when Soviet scholars’ contacts with their colleagues abroad
were considerably widened. Since 1955 Soviet historians began to participate in the International
Congresses of Historical Studies. As a rule, though, Soviet delegations consisted of historians
who were either Soviet official bosses or “loyal comrades”. To help them sort out views and
opinions of foreign participants, members of the then Institute of History were commissioned to
write short notes with biographical data and an objective survey of foreign historians. Such notes
were then catalogued and archived. Unlike the historical works of the period, these notes have
the advantage of being free from obligatory ideological rhetoric. The Journal of Ancient History

! Publication, commentary and introductory note by S.G. Karpyuk; translated by S.A. Ste-
pantsov (Intitute of World History, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia).
Acknowlegements: Russian Foundation for Humanities (N 16-01-00334).
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(Vestnik Drevney Istorii) has in its archive a considerable collection of such notes prepared for
the 11" Congress (held in Stockholm in 1960)? and for the 12 Congress (held in Wien in 1965).

Emily Grace (Emilia L’vovna Kazakevich)® wrote two notes about Moses Finley. We
have some handwritten drafts and the second (or third) copy of the final draft submitted to the
Administration of the Institute. Here we publish a handwritten draft of the earlier (1960) note,
as the 1965 note repeats it almost verbatim. During the Soviet period of her life Emily Grace did
not write bibliographical reviews, a fact that makes this text unique in a way. Grace was well
acquainted with Finley during their work in various leftist and pro-Soviet organizations in New
York in the late 1930s and the first half of the 1940s. (In her letter to the Czech historian Jan
Pecirka she calls Finley by his first name.) Her evidence is therefore quite important.

& % %
M.IL. Finley

M.L. Finley is a historian specializing in Ancient Greece of pre-Hellenistic periods.
He was born in the USA (probably in New York) ca. 1910-1911* and now holds a
secure position highly regarded in the Western World, that of a Fellow of Jesus College,
Cambridge, England.

Finley began his academic career in the middle of the 1930s as a post-graduate student
at Columbia University (New York) under the guidance of W.L. Westermann®, who
considered Finley his most promising student. It was then that Finley published a work
on ancient Greek trade, still cited in literature®.

About 1937-1938 Finley joined the C[ommunist] P[arty of the] USA’, suspended his
academic work and engaged in political activities, first as executive secretary of the so-
called Boas Committee (an anti-Nazi organization of scholars and scientists)®, and later,
during the war, in the Russian War Relief’.

Soon after the war Finley resumed his research work, got a teaching position at
Rutgers University (New Jersey) and wrote a fundamental work of real importance and
excellence, Studies in Land and Credit in Ancient Athens, New Brunswick, 1952. At
that time, however, progressive people began to be persecuted by various governmental
committees under the whistle of Senator McCarthy. Finley was summoned by one of
those committees, which led to him losing his teaching position at the University!°.
Meanwhile, his book was published and was acclaimed in scholarly periodicals.

2 On Finley’s role in western historians’ polemics with “the Eastern Block™ in Stockholm see
Tomkins 2014.

3 About her life and works see Karpyuk 2016.

*In the 1965 version of the note Grace indicated the precise date: 1912.

>W.L. Westermann was Finley’s supervisor and one of E. Grace’s supervisors as well.
A detailed review of his book was published in the VDI shortly before: Korsunskiy ez al. 1958.

¢ Finley 1935.

7 This important piece of evidence must be quite reliable: at that period E. Grace was responsible
for party membership and dues in one of the CPUSA branches in New York. See further Karpyuk
1916, 143. Cf. Naiden 2014, 244.

$ Finley was Executive Secretary of the American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual
Freedom in 1938-1942. See Tomkins 1913, 19-22.

° As its member, Finley was National Campaign Director in 1942-1946. See Naiden 2014,
246-252.

19 Finley refused to give evidence to the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, or McCarran
Committee, in March 1952 and was dismissed from Rutgers University in October 1952. See
Schrecker 2013, 6264, 69-71.
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Under “McCarthy’s reign” some American scholars who suffered from the witch-hunt
against “the Red” found refuge and continued their research work in socialist countries
and in England. Liberal-leaning Cambridge professor A.H.M. Jones took interest in
Finley’s fate and talents, and the latter was invited to Cambridge where he became first
a temporary lecturer and later a Fellow!!.

Finley’s attention is still focused on economic history of Ancient Greece, but in
the mid-950s his studies were of tentative and dispersed character. One book!'? (rather
popularizing than purely scholarly) and at least one article were dedicated by him to
pre-Classical periods (Homeric and Mycenaean Greece). Since the late 1950s and up till
now, as far as [ know, Finley has been studying the problems of the history of slavery in
Ancient Greece'>. If he concentrates his efforts on this field, one can expect from him
another magisterial study'*.

Since he published the above-mentioned book on land relationships in Classical
Athens, Finley’s theoretical views have been developing, as it seems, in the critical
direction (or “agnostic” at best) as far as Marxism is concerned. This tendency first
became quite explicit in his article “Was Greek Civilization Based on Slave Labour?”
(Historia, VIII, 2, 1959) — a question which the author essentially answers positively,
while making some general critical remarks concerning “biased” theoretical premises of
the Marxist historical research in the field.

My personal impression is that Finley is now in a transitional state of some kind and
that our attitude towards him in Stockholm should be cautious but friendly. He might
well be affected by careerism. However, Finley undoubtedly remains a most serious
scholar, whose work is producing, and can produce in the years to come, many important
results.

E. Kazakevich
15 July 1960

M.U. ®unnu (M. Finley)

M.}. OuHim — crennatvicT 1o HCTOPHH IPEBHEH [ periu T03ITMHUCTHIECKUX TIEPHO-
noB, poanics B CLHA (kaxercst, B . Hoto-HMopk) npumepno B 1910-1911 rr., Teneps 3a-
HUMAaET [POYHYIO U B 3aI1aJHOM MHUPE BECbMa IOUYTEHHYIO JI0JDKHOCTD «4WIEHA KOJLIE/-
xa» B KemOpumkckom yausepcutere (Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge, England).

DuHIM HAYANl CBOIO aKaJEMHUYECKYIO Kapbepy B cepemue 30-X IT. KaK JOKTOPAHT B
Komym6wuiickom yruBepcurere (1. Hpro-Mopk) o pykoBoactoM ipodeccopa Y.JI. Va-
CTepMaHHa, KOTOpbIi cunTan @uHiM Hanboee 00eIAIOIIUM U3 CBOMX YYSHUKOB. DuH-
JU ¥ TOTJa OMyOJUKOBaJI paboTy MO APEBHETPEUYECKOM TOProBie, KOTopas Bce eIle Iu-
TUPYETCS B JIUTEpaType.

IIpumepno B 1937-38 rr. ®unnm, crapumm wieHoMm KII CHIA, OGpocun akajiemude-
CKH€ 3aHATUA U LIEJMKOM IPEAaBaJICs MOJUTHUYECKOW paboTe, criepBa B KaueCTBE HUC-
MOJHUTEIBLHOTO cekpeTaps Tak Ha3. «Komurera boaza» (anTudanucTckas opraHu3anus
YUCHBIX U HAyYHBIX paOOTHHUKOB), a 3aT€M, BO BpeMsi BOWHEIL, B o0miectBe nomoriu Co-
Berckoit apmuu (Russian War Relief).

'In 1955 Finley was appointed a lecturer in classics at Cambridge. In 1957 he was elected to
a fellowship at Jesus College.

12 The World of Odysseus.

13 The following text was crossed out by the editor and was not included in the final draft.

!4 In the note written on 16 February 1965 the following sentence was added: “In 1960 he
edited a collection of papers in the same field: Slavery in Classical Antiquity”.
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Bckope nociie BoiiHbl @UHITN OMATH B3SUICS 32 HAyYHYHO paboTy, 3aHUMA JIOJKHOCTh
npenonasarens B yHusepcurete Patreps (Rutgers) (B mit. Hero-/[xxep3u) u Hamucan ka-
MUTAJIBHBIA U BECbMa BaXKHBIM U BBICOKOKaYeCTBEHHBIN Tpyd «3emis u Kpenut B apes-
uux Adunax» (Studies in Land and Credit in Ancient Athens, New Brunswick, 1952).
OpHako, B TO BpeMs PaciiBesio TOHEHHUE 3a MPOTPECCUBHBIMU JIFOIABMH CO CTOPOHBI pa3-
HBIX MPaBUTEILCTBEHHBIX KOMUTETOB U KOMUCCHIA TIOJT CBUCTOM ceH. Makkaptu. OHuM
Y3 3TUX OPraHoB ObLI BbI3BaH U DUHIH, B PE3yJIbTaTe YEro OH IMOTEPsUIT CBOM MPEToaBa-
TENbCKUH MOCT B YHUBEpcUTETE. MEkKay TeM, B TO K€ UMCHHO BPEMs BbIIILIA €0 KHUTA,
KOTOpasi MOTYYHJIa OYCHb TIOJIKUTEIBHYIO OLICHKY B CIICI[UAIbHBIX )KypHajax.

B ronpr «tiapctBoBaHust MakkapT» psiJi aMEPUKAHCKHX YYCHBIX, CTABIINX KEPTBAMHU
TOHEHUS 33 «KPACHBIMIY, HAIILIM YOSKHUIIE U pabOTy MO CHEIHUaIbHOCTH KaK B COIMA-
JUCTUYECKUX CTpaHax, Tak U B AHrmH. JIubGepanbHO HacTpoeHHbIN npodeccop Kem-
Opumxckoro ynusepcurera Jxon3 (A.H.M. Jones) nountepecoBaics B (sic. — C.K.)
cynbOe u tanantax OuUHIM, U MOCIeAHMIA ObLT npuriameH B KemOpumk, cHayana Ha
BPEMEHHBIN TIOCT JICKTOPa, a MOToM yxe DuHiu OblT HA3HAUYCH HA MOCTOSIHHYHO JTOJIK-
HOCTb 4YJICHA KOJUIS/IKA.

LenTpom BHEMaHuUs y DUHIU MPOJOIDKACT SIBISATHCS SKOHOMUUECKAst UCTOPUS JPEB-
Helt ['pennn, HO B cepenune 50-X IT. BBITyCKaeMble UM paOOThl HOCHIIU CPaBHUTEIBHO
pOOHBIN, paccpeoToUCHHBIA Xapakrep. OJHy HOMTYHOMYISPHY KHUTY H BO BCSIKOM
clly4ae OJIHY CTaTbK) OH MOCBSTHIJ JOKIACCHUSCKUM TepuoaaM (TOMEPOBCKON dIOXE U
MukeHckol I'pennn). K koHiy 50-X IT. ¥, HOCKOJIBKY MHE U3BECTHO, elle U Tenepb OuH-
JM 3aHMMAeTCs MIAaBHBIM 00pa3oM mpobiemMaMu UCTOpuU padbcTBa B aApeBHEH [pennu.
Ecnu oH Oyner HeiarkoM COCpeoTavrBaThLCS HA 3TOH 00JIACTH, TO MOXKHO OXKUIATh OT
HETO OISITh-TaKK KalUTAIbHBIN TPY/I.

B TeopernueckoM miaHe, ¢ TEX MOP KaK OH BBITYCTHJ BBIINICHA3BAHHYIO pabOTy 110
3eMEeIbHBIM OTHOIICHUSM B KilacCHMYeCKuX AduHaX, B3DIAbl DUHIH, TIO-BUIUMOMY,
Pa3BHBaJUCh B KPUTUYECKOM (B JIyYIIIEM CIIy4ae «arHOCTUYECCKOM») HAIIPABICHUH I10
OTHOILICHUIO K MapKCU3My. DTa TEHCHIIMs BIEPBBIC JOBOJBHO SICHO OOHAPYKHIACh B
cratbe «Onupanach Jiu rpedeckas UMBUIN3aLus Ha padbckom Tpyne» (Historia, VIII, 2,
1959) — Bompoc, Ha KOTOPbIH aBTOP OTBEUALT, MO CYHISCTBY, B IIOJOKHUTEIHHOM CMBICIIC,
HO BMECTE C TEM OH JICNIAeT PsiJ OOIIUX KPUTHYCCKUX 3aMEUaHUl 110 TIOBOMY «IIPEAB3sI-
TBIX» TCOPETUYCCKUX TOJIOKEHUH, 3aHATHIX 1O JAHHOW MpOoOJieMe B MapKCUCTCKOM
HUCTOPUUYCCKOH IUTEparype.

Y MeHs IIMYHO BrieyamieHue, YTo DUHIN HAXOMUTCH B KAKOM-TO MEPEXOJHOM Ha-
CTPOCHHUH, U YTO CTOUT HaM NPHUICPKHUBATHCS OCTOPONKHOW, HO M MUPHOH MO3UIIUU
10 OTHOILICHHIO K HeMy B CToKroibMme. BriosgHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO OH 3apaskeH OOJIe3HbIO
kapbepusma. Ho 6e3ycinoBHO To, yTo DUHIM SABISETCS U TENEPh OYSHb U OYEHb CEPhE3-
HBIM HCCIIEIOBaTeNieM, paboTa KOTOPOro yiKe ceidyac JaeT U HaBepHSKA eIl B NaIbHEeH-
mem OyJeT JaBaTb MHOTHE [IEHHBIC U JIJIsl HAC PE3YJIbTaThl.

2. Kazakesuy
15/V11/60
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